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borders and the removal of 
your guns.  
 
Please get engaged, get in-
volved, volunteer and advo-
cate for our ideals, our cities, 
towns, county and our coun-
try. We need to continue the 
effort to keep our Cities and 
Towns a place to raise our 
families in safety, comfort and 
free from government inter-
ference  — a place where op-
portunities exist for economic 
expansion, wage growth and 
job opportunities for every-
one. Thank you for being a 
part of our party and God 
Bless All of You. 
 

 

 

Michael Simpson 
Chairman,  Porter County  
Republicans 
 

The Democratic party here in 
Porter County supports BIG 
Government that runs your 
life. When I say BIG Govern-
ment, I mean a select few 
elitist Democrat leaders who 
want to dictate your life and 
especially your money.  
 
These folks want to tell you 
how to conduct yourself, they 
want you to fund affordable 
housing so that they can di-
versify our community so that 
it’s a “better place”. They 
don’t believe you are capable 
or smart enough to make the 
proper decisions or support a 
welcoming community.  
 
The Porter County Democrats 
are going to do it for you. 
Though this is a Municipal 
election year, don’t be fooled 
into thinking that our local 
Democrats don’t support a 
socialist agenda with open 
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E X E C U T I V E  T E A M  

HEADQUARTERS 

Fellow 
Republicans –  
 
As we near the kickoff of 
early voting its more im-
portant than ever to get our 
family and friends to the 
polls to vote for the Republi-
can team. Our exceptional 
slate of candidates are excit-
ed to meet the voters and 
share their goals and aspira-
tions. They are all com-
mitted to effective, efficient, 
quality and fiscally responsi-
ble government.  
 
The ideals of self-
governance, limited regula-
tion, smaller government, 
living free of government 
overreach, and limited taxa-
tion are cornerstones of our 
Party. I encourage all of you 
to get to know the candi-
dates, offer to assist and 
more importantly get out in 
your precincts and engage 
the voters and make sure 
they VOTE! 
 

LINCOLN DAY DINNER—APRIL  25, 2019 

United States Senator Mike Braun  
Featured Speaker  

Sand Creek Country Club — Chesterton 

See Page 8 for more information 
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Senate Candidate Luke Messer 

 

                  Mayor                             Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 

 
      Matt Murphy             Holly Taylor 

Matt Murphy is a candidate for Mayor of the City of Val-
paraiso. Matt grew up in the Center Township of Valparai-
so and is a lifelong Valpo resident.  He and his wife Polly, a 
nurse, and their four children reside on Valpo's northside. 
Matt has a deep love for everything our community has to 
offer.  After earning a degree from Indiana University, 
Matt worked in the steel industry for 10 years at Arce-
lorMittal in Burns Harbor and while there earned his M.B.A 
at Valparaiso University.   

Matt was elected to the Porter County Council in 2006 and 
served in that office until later appointed to the position of 
Economic Development Director for the City of Valparaiso 
in 2007.  Matt played a vital role in the renewal of the his-
toric downtown while Economic Development Director 
and under the leadership of Matt Murphy the Department 
of Economic Development successfully created a business 
friendly environment that attracted many businesses to 
invest in creating new jobs in Valpo.  In 2013 Matt joined 
the family business his step-father George Tamalunas 
founded, Jifco  Products.            

 In 2016 Matt was elected to the Valparaiso City Council 
where he has championed infrastructure improvements, 
safer neighborhoods, and economic development. In addi-
tion to serving on the City Council, Matt was appointed to 
the Board of Public Works and Safety by Mayor Costas in 
2013 and served in that role until 2018. Matt was appoint-
ed by his colleagues on the City Council to serve on the 
Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission in 2016.  As the 
next Mayor of Valparaiso, Matt will continue to use his 
business experience in the private sector and background 
in economic development to build on the progress of 
Mayor Costas and keep Valpo moving in the right direc-
tion. 

Candidates for public office usually bring a variety of skills 
developed outside government service to their cam-
paigns.  Sometimes, however, candidates emerge who 
have actually trained for the positions they seek within 
the governmental entity they seek to service.  Holly Taylor 
is one of those candidates. 

It is with great pleasure that the Porter County Republican 
Party endorses Holly Taylor for City of Valparaiso Clerk/
Treasurer. 

Holly Taylor is a devoted employee with the City of Val-
paraiso.  She has over 16 years of experience in the finan-
cial sector, working for First National Bank and Strongbow 
Inn; and has worked the past 7 years in the Valparaiso 
Clerk-Treasurer’s office.  Holly knows the importance of 
transparency and fiscal responsibility as a clerk-treasurer 
employee. 

“Holly is proud to be part of the vibrant and visionary 
team of the city.  As your Clerk-Treasurer, Holly will en-
sure that Valparaiso remains one of the most fiscally re-
sponsible cities in Indiana,” says 36-year Clerk-Treasurer 
Sharon Swihart. 

Holly and her family are Valparaiso residents.  She is mar-
ried to Ryan Taylor, a 17-year employee and Jail Captain 
with the Porter County Sheriff’s Department.  They have 
two children, Lainey (15) and Jackson (7), who attend Val-
paraiso Community Schools.  Holly received her Bachelor’s 
Degree from Purdue University.  She is running for office 
with the loving support of friends and family, including 
her parents Terry & Julia Klingensmith and in-laws Bob & 
Maureen Taylor. 
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Senate Candidate Luke Messer 

 

 

 

 

 

Council At-Large (Vote for 2) 

 

 

              

  

 

 Evan Costas                                                         George Douglas 

 

Hello, My name is Evan Costas and I am a Republican candi-
date for Valparaiso City Council at-large. I am a Valparaiso 
native and consider myself fortunate to have lived my entire 
life in such a special community!  

My wife (Stina) and I met in college and now live in the Jesse-
Pifer neighborhood in downtown Valpo. Stina has worked at 
Porter Hospital as a nurse and now stays at home with our 
son Bill. She now volunteers her time as a CASA and we are 
also active members of Calvary Church. We have thoroughly 
enjoyed the visionary progress of our city. 

I currently co-own and operate Costas Restaurant Group LLC, 
which employs 120 people at six locations. As a businessman, 
I have learned that listening is the key to leadership. I highly 
value our employees because working together as a team is 
essential for success.  

Now is the time for emerging leaders to serve our community 
and I am excited to do my part! I look forward to hearing 
from you as to how we can improve our vibrant city. With the 
right leadership in office, we can continue to improve our 
high quality of life in Valparaiso! 

City Election 2019 
Showcasing Valparaiso Republican Leaders 

George Douglas, Senior Vice President of Indiana Beverage, Inc., 
has been with the company since 2005 serving as General Manager 
for most of his 14 year tenure. His current role includes the man-
agement of Economic Development and special projects, Govern-
mental and Public Relations, and Human Resources for Indiana 
Beverage. He is a Valparaiso native and has lived here for most of 
his life.   

George attended Valparaiso High School and Purdue University, 
graduating in 1990, with a B.S. Degree in political science and histo-
ry. After college, George was employed by the Bradley Center in 
Michigan City, as a case manager for the residential corrections 
program.  

He and his wife, Julie, who married in 1992, have three children, 
Madeleine (a graduate of Indiana University, working in Chicago), 
Sam (Senior at IU), and Sarah (Junior at Valparaiso High 
School).  Prior to his current position with Indiana Beverage, 
George was the Operations Manager for the Natural Ovens plant in 
Valparaiso.  From 1995 to 2002 he worked for the City of Valparai-
so holding positions of Assistant City Planner and Economic Devel-
opment Planner.   

George currently represents District 5 as Member of the Valparaiso 
City Council and is running for Valparaiso City Council Member At 
Large in 2019.  He has served the community extensively as a vol-
unteer board member and officer on many nonprofit and civic 
boards: Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission (Past President) 
and Current Representative from the Valparaiso City Coun-
cil,  Porter County PACT (Current Board President), The Northwest 
Indiana Workforce Investment Board (Past Chairman), Valpo YMCA 
(Former Board Treasurer), Valparaiso Schools Foundation (Board 
Member), Porter County Community Foundation Getting To Results 
Initiative (Member), Empower Porter County Chefs Around the 
Table, Northwest Indiana Forum (Past Board Member), among 
others.   

In 2015 George was a recipient of the Ernestine M. Raclin Leader-
ship Award for his extensive voluntarism and leadership in the 
community.  
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Senate Candidate Luke Messer 

 

Candidates for City Council  
 
 

 

         Council  District 1                          Council District 2 

 

 

     
        

 

 

 

 Holly Howe        Tom Krueger 

 

 

Holly (Lafferty) Howe is a lifelong resident of Valparai-

so, residing in District 1’s Banta Neighborhood for 

over 25 years. She and her husband, Ed, have one 

daughter, Kieffer Delaney, and two sons, Ed (Gard) 

and Oliver.    

Holly and her husband were instrumental in gathering 

concerned citizens together to create the Banta 

Neighborhood Association (BNA). The BNA successful-

ly modified zoning ordinances protecting the integrity 

of the over 400 mature properties in the district, 

providing and sustaining single-family homes for fu-

ture generations of Valparaiso residents.  

Holly is passionate about sustainable/affordable 

housing, safe neighborhoods, and creating economic 

opportunities through strong business development.     

Holly is a graduate of Valparaiso High School and Pur-

due University. 

Tom Krueger’s decision to run for City Councilman, District 
2, is motivated by his desire to continue the high quality of 
leadership and ethics that the city has seen for the last 16 
years. Leadership requires listening to the expressed 
needs of the community while integrating compromise 
with absolute transparency.    
 

Tom has acquired that kind of leadership in the course of 
his career as a general contractor.  His professional success 
has resulted directly from the creativity, negotiation, lis-
tening skills and attention he pays to details.  Those skills, 
coupled with personal integrity and a deep respect for our 
American democratic process,  are vital to achieving com-
munity as well as business goals.  
 

Tom is the owner of K2 Construction, a general contracting 
company that has revitalized historic homes and commer-
cial buildings in the Valparaiso community for the last 20 
years. Four of K2 Construction projects have won Valparai-
so Chamber of Commerce Community Improvement 
Awards.  He knows first-hand the value of hard work and 
sound judgment in the operation of a business enterprise 
and intends to apply that knowledge to local government.   
 

Tom and his wife Nicole, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
who has worked with foster children for 14 years, live with 
their three boys in downtown Valparaiso.   
 

Tom supports his community and has donated and partici-
pated in events for the American Cancer Society, Merry 
Meals, Hannah’s Hope and building the Sacristy for Holy 
Spirit Catholic Church in Winfield.  
 

He hopes to continue helping others in his future role as 
City Councilman. 
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Candidates for  City Council  
 

 

Council District 3    

  

 

 
 
 
        Casey Schmidt            

Casey Schmidt is a candidate for Valparaiso City Coun-

cil. Casey is a loving husband to his wife Trisha, dedicat-

ed father to his three sons and business owner running 

for the office of City Council, District 3.  

A graduate of Valparaiso High School and Valparaiso 

University he cares about the city of Valparaiso and has 

a goal to continue to provide a safe, clean, healthy, fun 

and family-focused environment that offers the highest 

quality of living.  

Casey has strong leadership qualities and an under-

standing of teamwork that helped him become a stand-

out Basketball player at Valparaiso High School, the 

Collegiate level and Professional level.  

Casey has tremendous value in teamwork, sportsman-

ship and working with many different people from 

around the world. Casey has been inducted into both 

the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame and Valparaiso Uni-

versity Hall of Fame.   

Being a business owner Casey has realized the im-

portance of setting and achieving goals as well as mak-

ing many impactful relationships throughout the Val-

paraiso community.    

                                                 

                 Walter Dougherty 
 

My name is Walter Dougherty.  As a devoted neighbor 
and citizen of Valparaiso, I'm running for Valparaiso City 
Council District 3.  My wife Barbara and I raised two 
daughters in Valparaiso.  Our family, including Wanda 
and Susan, a son-in-law Dan, and grandson Andrew all 
reside in the Valparaiso area.  I attend Bible Baptist 
Church. 

I proudly served our Country in the U.S. Army and salute 
all who have given to protect our freedom.  With over 34 
years of service, I retired from U.S. Steel - Gary Works 
and was a union machinist by trade. 

This past fall, I participated in the first-ever offered, six-
week Valparaiso City Government Academy and received 
a certificate upon completion.  Engaged with our local 
government for years, I'm excited at the opportunity to 
step up and work towards a better Valparaiso for both 
my family and yours.  I am running as a Republican for 
Valparaiso City Council District 3 to help ensure that our 
constitutional freedoms are enjoyed for generations to 
come. 

I will fight for sound fiscal policies in local government. 
To find out more about my campaign or how you can get 
involved, visit:  http://www.WalterDougherty.com 

"Fighting on the Frontline for You!"   My platform and 
issues: 
* My Oath is to support both the Indiana and U.S. 
   Constitutions. 
* Reduce wasteful city-government spending. 
* Oppose new taxes. 
* Support new and existing businesses. 
* Prioritize Valparaiso Police & Fire Departments --  
   because your Safety Matters! 

http://www.WalterDougherty.com
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Candidates for Valparaiso City Council  

 
 

 

         Council  District 4                                         Council District 5 

 

 

 

 

 Jack Pupillo                Peter M. Anderson 

I was honored when Mayor Jon Costas called and 
asked me to consider running for City Council in 
the 5th District.  I have known Mayor Costas for 
many years and I hope to carry on his positive and 
successful vision for our community.   

As a small business owner of Gelsosomo’s Pizzeria 
in Crown Point since 2007,  I know first hand what 
it takes to build and operate a successful business.  
I look forward to applying the business skills I have 
developed over the years to keeping Valparaiso 
fiscally sound while assuring quality public services 
and maintaining excellent infrastructure.   

I grew up in Chesterton and first went to work part
-time for Gelsosomo’s while in high school.  I went 
on the Ball State to complete a Bachelor of Science 
degree in marketing. After wrestling with the idea 
of working in sales, I was pleased to have the op-
portunity to buy into Gelsosomo’s in Valparaiso.   

My wife is the HR director for Opportunity Enter-
prises, a local non-profit specializing in services for 
individuals with disabilities.  We have lived in Val-
paraiso for 25 years.  We have two sons, Beckett 
(6) and Grant (12).  We are long time members of 
Valparaiso Nazarene Church and very involved in 
church related functions including mentoring pro-
grams, youth sports and fighting substance abuse.   

I am hoping to use my skills to keep Valpo moving 
forward on the right track. 

It is an honor to be running for Valparaiso City Council 
in District 4 at this time of growth and opportunity.  
Recent coverage of the in-migration that has been oc-
curring in our region caught my eye because it sums up 
what we are trying to accomplish as a community.   

“Those between 18 and 34 years of age, or 65 and old-
er, were the most likely to move to Indiana . . .”  Not 
only are businesses moving from Illinois, but people are 
too.  My two retired neighbors and our Valpo NEXT 
award winner moved here from Illinois recently.   

We need to do everything we can to attract these busi-
nesses and people to our city, so that we can grow and 
prosper. 

As a salesman in the manufacturing/distribution indus-
try, I understand what attracts business to our great 
state and our city.  As a millennial, I bring a new per-
spective and hope to  connect with my peers to attract 
the next generation to our great city.   

I am currently employed by CSI Materials Handling and 
have been a general laborer, welder and salesman for 
my family’s business Rubicon Refractories since I was 
18 years old.  I hold a bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence and philosophy from Indiana University.  My wife, 
Carly,  and I plan to start a family in the next year and 
we are committed to staying in Valparaiso so that our 
children will know and love this community as well.   

We love the amazing downtown district and feel the 
sense of community and growth potential for our city.  
We want to be a part of Valparaiso’s next generation 
and assure that the values, tradition  and heritage of 
Valparaiso are preserved for generations yet to come. 
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                                                    ELECTION CALENDAR  

 

   MUNICIPAL  PRIMARY ELECTION  
     May 7, 2019 

Senate Candidate Luke Messer 

 

 

 

Monday, April 8, 2019  

VOTER REGISTRATION ENDS  
DEADLINE at voter registration office’s close of 
business for a voter to register or transfer registra-
tion or at midnight for a voter to complete and sub-
mit a voter registration application online.  
Tuesday, April 9, 2019  

First day a voter may vote an absentee ballot in the 
office of the circuit court clerk or satellite office.  

Friday, April 12, 2019 End of pre-primary campaign 
finance reporting period.  

Thursday, April 18, 2019  

First day a confined voter, a voter caring for a con-
fined person at a private residence, or a voter with 
disabilities may vote an absentee ballot before an 
absentee voter board at the voter’s residence or 
place of confinement.  

Monday, April 22, 2019  

DEADLINE, by noon, for filing pre-primary cam-
paign finance reports for primary candidates 
(including unopposed primary candidates where no 
primary is conducted).   

Saturday, April 27, 2019  

Office of the circuit court clerk must be open for at 
least 7 hours for inperson absentee voting. Howev-
er, a county election board may adopt a resolution 
to reduce the days or hours for in-person absentee 
voting.  

Monday, April 29, 2019  

DEADLINE, by 11:59 pm, for the circuit court clerk 
to receive an absentee ballot application from an 
applicant requesting delivery of an absentee ballot 
by mail. Applications may be submitted to the cir-
cuit court clerk in person or by mail, fax or email.   

Saturday, May 4, 2019  

Office of the circuit court clerk must be open for 
at least 7 hours for inperson absentee voting. 
However, a county election board may adopt a 
resolution to reduce the days or hours for in-
person absentee voting.  

Monday, May 6, 2019  

DEADLINE, by noon, for circuit court clerks to re-
ceive absentee ballot applications from confined 
voters or voters caring for a confined person re-
questing delivery of a ballot by an absentee voter 
board.  

DEADLINE, by noon, for a circuit court clerk to 
receive absentee ballot applications from mili-
tary/overseas voters requesting to vote by email 
or fax.   

DEADLINE, by noon, for a voter to vote an absen-
tee ballot in person at the office of the circuit 
court clerk or satellite office.  

DEADLINE, by midnight, for a confined voter, a 
voter caring for a confined person, or a voter with 
disabilities to vote an absentee ballot before an 
absentee voter board at the voter’s place of con-
finement.  

Tuesday, May 7, 2019  

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY Polls are open 6:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m., prevailing local time, in certain cities 
and towns.  
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Please Join Us! 

Senate Candidate Luke Messer 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LINCOLN DAY DINNER 
APRIL  25, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

United States Senator  
Mike Braun  

Featured Speaker  

Sand Creek Country Club 
1001 Sand Creek Drive, Chesterton  

 
Sponsorship Opportunities  

Please call (219) 242-1570  
regarding sponsorships  

 
 

Lincoln  Sponsor Table 
Includes premium full page ad on back cover or  

inside first or last page in program 
 plus 8 VIP and Dinner Tickets   $5,000 

Reagan Sponsor Table  
Includes full page ad in program plus  

8 VIP and Dinner Tickets  $2,500 
Eisenhower Sponsor Table  

Includes half page ad in program and  
6 VIP and Dinner Tickets  $1,500 

Bush Sponsor Table  
One VIP and Dinner Ticket  $250 

Post an Ad in Our  
Lincoln Day Dinner Program! 

 
Rates: 

Full Page $300 
1/2 Page $150 
1/4 Page $  75 


