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by informed active voters, 
please do all you can to  

 

They are all committed 
to effective, efficient, 
quality and fiscally 
responsible govern-
ment. The ideals of self
-governance, limited regulation, smaller gov-
ernment, living free of government overreach, 
and limited taxation are cornerstones of our 
Party and all our wonderful candidates.  

Again, please engage your family, friends and 
neighbors and advocate for our ideals and our 
candidates. We need to continue the effort to 
keep our Cities and Towns a place to raise our 
families in safety, comfort and free from gov-
ernment interference. A place where opportu-
nities exist for economic expansion, wage 
growth and job opportunities for everyone. 
Thank you for being a part of our party and 
God Bless All of You. 

 

Michael Simpson 
Chairman,  Porter County  
Republicans 
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E X E C U T I V E  T E A M  

HEADQUARTERS 

 

Fellow Republicans — 

Hard to believe it’s already September. 
Looking at the calendar I’m reminding all of 
you that new voter registration closes on 
Monday, October 7th. Remember, you can 
register on line with the Indiana Secretary 
of State, https://indianavoters.in.gov/?
ref=voteusa.  Along the same line, Early 
Voting will begin on Tuesday, October 8th at 
the Admin Bld. in Valpo, North County 
Complex in Portage, Chesterton Town Hall 
in Chesterton and the Hebron Community 
Center in Hebron. Go to http://
www.porterco.org/index.aspx?NID=1111 
for more information.  

Please let your Republican friends know 
you can also vote absentee by mail. Yes, 
you can vote in the comfort of your living 
room. No crowds, no lines, no hassles. Go 
to http://www.porterco.org/index.aspx?
NID=1112 and down load the absentee by 
mail request form and vote for your favor-
ite Republican. 

Of course, voting the old fashion way on 
Election Day, Tuesday, November 5th is 
always available! 

I highly encourage you all the get the vote 
out! Please ask your family, friends and 
neighbors to vote and help elect our out-
standing Republican Municipal Candidates.  

Our exceptional slate of candidates have 
exceptional goals and aspirations for all our 
communities.  

L o o k  I n s i d e   

Republican  
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Municipal  
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        Our Republican Candidates  

     For 

  Municipal Office — 2019 
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VALPARAISO 
Council Districts 1, 2 and 3 

 
 Holly Howe—District 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Tom Krueger—District 2  Tom Krueger is the owner of K2 Construction, a general contracting company that 

has revitalized historic homes and commercial buildings in the Valparaiso community for the last 20 years.  Four 
of K2 Construction projects have won the Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce Community Improvement awards.   

Tom knows the value of hard work and sound judgement in the operation of a successful business enterprise and 
he intends to apply that knowledge to local government. The art of governing well involves listening to the com-
munity and reaching acceptable compromise in a transparent democratic process.   

 
 
 
 
 Casey Schmidt—District 3   Casey Schmidt is a candidate for Valparaiso City Council. Casey is a loving 

husband to his wife Trisha, dedicated father to his three sons and business owner running for the office of City 
Council, District 3. A graduate of Valparaiso High School and Valparaiso University he cares about the city of 
Valparaiso and has a goal to continue to provide a safe, clean, healthy, fun and family-focused environment that 
offers the highest quality of living. 
 
Casey has strong leadership qualities and an understanding of teamwork that helped him become a standout Bas-
ketball player at Valparaiso High School, the Collegiate level and Professional level. Casey has tremendous value 
in teamwork, sportsmanship and working with many different people from around the world.  
 
Casey has been inducted into both the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame and Valparaiso University Hall of 
Fame.  Being a business owner Casey has realized the importance of setting and achieving goals  as well as mak-
ing many impactful relationships throughout the Valparaiso community.   
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Conservative Commentary 

Leaving California:  Interviews With Californians Who Moved To Greener Pastures, Part VI 
By Katy Grimes, Editor California Globe, August 8, 2019 

What could possibly make someone leave Redlands, California for a move to Valparaiso, Indiana? According to our latest interview 

on Leaving California, “quality of life.” 

Everyone is piling on California these days, and for many valid reasons. California is always ranked as one 

of the worst states in the country in which to run a business, while many other states are ranked at the top 

of the chart. “California has it real bad, with the state’s ideal climate and digital-tech dominance simply not 

able to overcome CEOs’ impressions that the Golden State just doesn’t care about how expensive and diffi-

cult it is to do business there,” Chief Executive says. “So, it keeps hogging the bottom of the Chief Execu-

tive list.” 

Indiana came in at Number #5 in the nation among the top-performing states in Chief Execu-

tive magazine’s 2019 Best & Worst States for Business survey. “The best states can practically do no wrong, 

with their inherent advantages enhanced by enlightened administrations continually finding ways to be 

welcoming to CEOs and their economic booty,” Chief Executive said. “Also consider Indiana. ‘It has a very 

low tax burden and a regulatory environment that is somewhat favorable to business,’ notes Dan Starr, 

CEO of Do it Best, a $3.7-billion home-center-retail supplier in Fort Wayne that is the largest privately-held outfit in the state. 

‘And when you look at the state budget, there is no looming unfunded public-pension liability or something like that.’” 

Julie Biggs and her husband already lost an adult son and his family to Indiana. They visited as much as they could and got to 

know the state well. “It’s not at all like the rust belt,” Julie said. “People are open and nice.” Biggs said that over time, they came to 

the conclusion “We can do this!” 

Julie said she even finds Redlands and Valparaiso look alike and are similar in many 

ways.  Biggs and her husband are from Redlands, CA, and are lifelong Californians. 

Redlands was even Julie’s hometown as a child. “Everything I’ve known and cared 

about was there,” Julie said.Julie says she is frequently asked by Indianans why she 

would leave California for the Hoosier State. “My response is easy: economics and poli-

tics. We had to get out of the People’s Republic of California.”  

Julie, an attorney and California GOP county Party member, said “In 2012 it was becoming clear that for conservatives, California 

was not a good place to be – even in Redlands. Traditional elements of the community, respect for the quality of life Redlands of-

fered, was being lost,” Julie said.  She said government structure affects everything. “Homeless people were living on the streets in 

Redlands,” Julie said. “Going downtown for dinner, we had to step over people.” And what really irked Julie was, “the government 

is feeding the drug-addicted homeless with the money of those people who are productive – the taxpayers.” 

When Julie and her husband made the move to Valparaiso in 2017, “we walked right into community involvement.” Within six 

months, Julie was on the executive Committee of the County Republican Party.  She said that the quality of life immediately im-

proved for them. “We noticed an ease of access to everything – even local and state politicians,” Julie said. “It’s a totally sincere 

open door policy.  “In California, to get access to politicians, you have to spend a lot of money and make large campaign contribu-

tions. In Indiana, you have to just step forward.” 

Julie Biggs said she was easily admitted to the Indiana State Bar Association. And she also noted the lower cost of living including 

low income tax rates, and utilities are half of what they spent in California. “We had a heat wave here and kept the house air condi-

tioner set at 72 degrees… what’s not to like?” 

Gas prices in Indiana are quite reasonable – today they range from $2.50 to $2.70 per gallon. This week in Sacramento, the aver-

age was about $3.80 per gallon, which is the cash or the gas company credit card price; use your VISA and it costs about .10-.20 

cents more per gallon. 

Indiana’s personal income tax rate is 3.23 percent. The corporate rate on businesses is 5.75 percent. Sales tax in Indiana is 7 per-

cent. The average annual property tax paid in Indiana is $1,100, nearly half the national average. The statewide average effective 

property tax rate is 0.87 percent. 

Julie Biggs added: “Every morning I say to myself ‘I’m so glad I came to Indiana.'” 

Redlands, California Valparaiso, Indiana 

https://chiefexecutive.net/2019-best-worst-states-for-business-an-overview/
https://chiefexecutive.net/2019-best-worst-for-states-business/


6  

P a g e  6  

 

\  
   
 

   GENERAL ELECTION CALENDAR 
     November 5, 2019 

Senate Candidate Luke Messer 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 4, 2019 

DEADLINE, by noon, for the circuit court clerk to file a 
copy of the certificate of nomination from the town 
convention with the town clerk treasurer. 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 

DEADLINE for county election board to mail absentee 
ballots to voters who have already filed an approved 
application with circuit court clerk. 

Monday, October 7, 2019 

VOTER REGISTRATION ENDS 

DEADLINE at voter registration office’s close of busi-
ness for a voter to register or transfer registration or 
at midnight for a voter to complete and submit a voter 
registration application online. 

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 

First day that a voter may vote an absentee ballot in 
the office of the circuit court clerk or satellite office. 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

End of pre-election campaign finance reporting period. 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 

First day a confined voter, a voter caring for a confined 
person at a private residence, or a voter with disabili-
ties may vote an absentee ballot before an absentee 
voter board at the voter’s residence or place of con-
finement. 

Friday, October 18, 2019 

DEADLINE, by noon, to file pre-election campaign fi-
nance reports (including unopposed candidates where 
no municipal election is conducted). 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 

Office of the circuit court clerk must be open for at 
least 7 hours to permit in-person absentee voting. 
However, a county election board may adopt a resolu-
tion to reduce the days or hours for absentee voting. 

Monday, October 28, 2019 

DEADLINE, by 11:59 pm, for the circuit court clerk to 
receive an absentee ballot application from an appli-
cant requesting delivery of a ballot by mail. Applica-
tions may be submitted to the circuit court clerk in 
person or by mail, fax or email. 

Saturday, November 2, 2019 

Office of the circuit court clerk must be open for at least 7 
hours to permit in-person absentee voting. However, a 
county election board may adopt a resolution to reduce 
the days or hours for absentee voting. 

Monday, November 4, 2019 

DEADLINE, by noon, for circuit court clerk to receive absen-
tee ballot applications from confined voters or voters car-
ing for a confined person requesting delivery of a ballot by 
absentee voter board. 

DEADLINE, by noon, for a circuit court clerk to receive ab-
sentee ballot applications from military/overseas voters 
requesting to vote by email or fax. 

DEADLINE, by noon, for a voter to vote an absentee ballot 
in the office of the circuit court clerk or satellite office. 
 

DEADLINE, by midnight, for a confined voter, a voter caring 
for a confined person, or a voter with disabilities to vote an 
absentee ballot before an absentee voter board at the vot-
er’s place of confinement. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY !!! 
Polls are open 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., prevailing local time, 
in certain cities and towns. 
 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

DEADLINE, by noon, for a candidate to file a verified re-
count or contest petition. 

Monday, December 2, 2019 

VOTER REGISTRATION OPENS 

Tuesday, December 31, 2019 

End of annual reporting period for campaign finance re-
ports. 
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Humor for Political Wonks , Upcoming 

Events and Words to live by  

Senate Candidate Luke Messer 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the lighter side, sort of . . . . 

Upcoming Events  Words to live by . . .  


